Finch & C°

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BRONZE HEAD OF A CAT

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BRONZE HEAD OF ACAT
DETACHED AT THE NECK, FINE SMOOTH BLACK PATINA
LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD (664-332 BC)
SIZE: 3.5CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP — 174 HIGH, 172 INS WIDE, 172 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE EGYPTIAN WORD FOR CAT WAS THE ONOMATOPOEIC TERM'MW WHICH FOUND ITS WAY INTO VARIOUS PERSONAL
NAVES FROM THE OLD KINGDOM ONWARDS INCLUDING THE 22ND DYNASTY PHARAOH KNOWN AS PAMIU OR PIMAY (773-
767 BC) WHICH LITERALLY MEANT THE TOMCAT.

THE EARLIEST EGYPTIAN DEPICTION OF THE CAT TOOK THE FORM OF THREE HIEROGLYPHIC SYMBOLS, EACH
REPRESENTING SEATED CATS. THESE FORMED PART OF THE PHRASE 'LORD OF THE CITY OF CATS' INSCRIBED ON A
STONE BLOCK FROMEL-LISHT, WHICH IS BELIEVED TO DATE FROMAS EARLY AS THE REIGN OF PEPY Il (2278-2184 BC).
FROMTHE 12TH DYNASTY ONWARDS CATS WERE INCREASINGLY DEPICTED IN THE PAINTED DECORATION OF PRIVATE
TOMBS EITHER PARTICIPATING IN THE SCENES OF HUNTING AND FOWLING IN THE NILE MARSHES OR SEATED BENEATH
THE CHAIR OF THE OWNER.



