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ANEWEST AFRICAN, ANGOLA OVIMBUNDU PEOPLES RITUAL DANCE STAFF

AFINE WEST AFRICAN, ANGOLA OVIMBUNDU PEOPLES RITUAL DANCE STAFF
THE FINIAL CARVED WITH AFEMALE WITH AN ELABORATE CENTRAL CRESTED HAIRSTYLE AND THE STEMWITH A
POKERWORK AND CARVED DOGS TOOTH DESIGN
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 112.5CMLONG — 447", INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE OMIMBUNDU, CHOCKWE, LWENAAND RELATED TRIBAL GROUPS IN ANGOLAAND THE CONGO ALL HAVE SIMLAR
STAFFS THAT SERVE ARANGE OF CEREMONIAL PURPOSES, BUT APARTICULARLY STRIKING SIMLARITY ARE THE
ELABORATE HAIRSTYLES OR HEADDRESSES THAT ADORN BOTH MALE AND FEMALE HEADS ON STAFFS INTENDED FOR
RITUAL AND OFTEN SUPERNATURAL FUNCTIONS. THIS STAFF HAS AFEMALE FIGURE WITH ATYPICAL OVIMBUNDU
HAIRSTYLE.

THE OVIMBUNDU WERE THE WESTERNMOST COASTAL LINK TO THE PORTUGUESE SPONSORED TRADE ROUTES WITH
THE INTERIOR. THE MERCHANTS AND CHIEFS BECAVE WEALTHY THROUGH THIS TRADE AND WOULD OFTEN
COMMISSION OBJECTS OF ART TO ILLUSTRATE THEIR POLITICAL AND FINANCIAL STATUS.



