
FRANCISCO DE GOYA (1746 – 1828)
FRANCISCO DE GOYA (1746 – 1828) AN ETCHING AND AQUATINT ENTITLED 'CAIDA DE UN PICADOR DE SU CABALLO

DEBAJO DEL TORO' 1816 
FROM 'LA TAURO MA QUIA' PLATE 26, 2ND EDITION, 1855
SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 38CM WIDE – 11 INS HIGH, 15 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

FRANCISCO DE GOYA WAS A SPANISH PAINTER, PRINTMAKER AND DRAUGHTSMAN, AND BECAME THE MOST POWERFUL
AND ORIGINAL EUROPEAN ARTIST OF HIS TIME. HIS ARTISTIC OUTPUT WAS ENORMOUS, THERE ARE ABOUT 700

SURVIVING PAINTINGS BY HIM, SOME 300 PRINTS AND NEARLY 1000 DRAWINGS. HE WAS EXCEPTIONALLY VERSATILE AND
HIS WORK EXPRESSES A VERY WIDE RANGE OF EMOTION. HIS TECHNICAL FREEDOM AND ORIGINALITY ARE ALSO

REMARKABLE. IN HIS PRINTS HE OFTEN USED MORE THAN ONE TECHNIQUE ON THE SAME PLATE ESPECIALLY AS HERE,
COMBINING ETCHING WITH AQUATINT.

IN HIS OWN DAY HE WAS CHIEFLY CELEBRATED FOR HIS PORTRAITS, WHICH ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN HALF OF HIS
PAINTED OUTPUT, BUT HIS ENORMOUS REPUTATION NOW RESTS EQUALLY ON WORK THAT WAS VIRTUALLY UNKNOWN

TO HIS CONTEMPORARIES. THE 'DISASTERS OF WAR' ETCHINGS WERE NOT PUBLISHED UNTIL 1863 AND HIS 'BLACK
PAINTINGS' WERE NOT PUBLICLY EXHIBITED UNTIL THE 1870'S.

 


