
LOW COUNTRIES FLEMISH MOTHER OF PEARL AND BRASS INLAID WOODEN CASKET
A LOW COUNTRIES FLEMISH MOTHER OF PEARL AND BRASS INLAID WOODEN CASKET FROM SPA THE DOMED LID

PROFUSELY DECORATED WITH FLOWERHEADS AND PARROTS. THE SIDES INLAID WITH FLORAL MOTIFS. THE INTERIOR
WITH ORIGINAL SCARLET LACQUERING

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13.5CM HIGH, 35.5CM WIDE, 23CM DEEP – 5 ¼ INS HIGH, 14 INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

MUCH LIKE THE ENGLISH TOWN OF BATH, SPA IN THE LOW COUNTRIES BECAME A FASHIONABLE RESORT IN THE EARLY
18TH CENTURY FOR RICH EUROPEANS SEEKING RELAXATION AND CURES FROM THE WATERS.

A PAMPHLET PUBLISHED IN 1689 BY THE PHYSICIAN EDMOND NESSEL TELLS OF THE FINE WORK PRODUCED IN SPA
WITH IVORY, MOTHER OF PEARL, TORTOISESHELL, PEWTER AND COPPER INLAY AND REFERS TO THE 'BOULLE'

TECHNIQUE USED IN THE WORKSHOPS. RICHLY CRAFTED BOXES, CASKETS AND LACQUER AND JAPANNED WARES
WERE PRODUCED IN SPA TO SATISFY THE DEMAND FOR FASHIONABLE SOUVENIRS IN THE EXOTIC AND CHINOISERIE

TASTE. DURING THE TOWN'S HIGH SEASON AROUND 500 CRAFTSMEN WERE KEPT BUSY PRODUCING A RANGE OF
OBJECTS, FROM SMALL SNUFF BOXES TO LARGE CASKETS, SOME INTRICATELY INLAID AS IN THIS FINE EXAMPLE, SOME

DECORATED WITH GILT CHINOISERIES ON A BLACK BACKGROUND.

 


