Finch & C°

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN STRIATED ALABASTRON OR UNGUENT JAR

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN STRIATED ALABASTRON OR UNGUENT JAR OF OVOID SHAPE
ONE LOOP HANDLE MISSING
26TH DYNASTY 664-332 BC
SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH, 8.5CMDIA —6%2INS HIGH, 374 INS DIA (MAX)

LITERATURE

MOST ANCIENT EGYPTIANS NEVER SAW ABATHROOM IN THEIR LIVES, AFEWHAD SERVANTS TO POUR WATER OVER
THEM BUT NO ONE HAD ABATH TUB AS THEY DID NOT EXIST. THE MOST COMMON HYGIENIC PRACTICE WAS THE
REGULAR RUBBING DOWN OF THE BODY WITH UNGUENTS USUALLY MADE FROM THE FAT OF THE HIPPOPOTAMUS,
CROCODILE OR CAT, OR FROMVARIOUS VEGETABLE QILS.

THE OBJECT WAS TO PREVENT THE SKIN DRYING UP AND TO KEEP IT SOFT AND SUPPLE. SOME PREPARATIONS WERE
THOUGHT TO BE MEDICINALLY BENEFICIAL AND OTHERS WERE PERFUMED WITH MYRRH OR FRANKINCENSE TOACT AS
DEODORANTS. ALL WERE KEPT IN SPECIALLY MADE UNGUENT JARS OF VARIOUS SHAPES MADE OF FAIENCE, WOOD,
GLASS, ALABASTER OR OTHER HARD STONES.



