
CARVED COCONUT CUP DEPICTING BACCHUS IN HIS CHARIOT
A FINELY CARVED COCONUT CUP DEPICTING BACCHUS IN HIS CHARIOT

THE CHARIOT DRAWN ALONG BY GAMBOLLING, DANCING AND DRINKING CHERUBS, A SATYR IN ATTENDANCE 
THE CARVED COCONUT 18TH CENTURY

MOUNTED ON A LATER SILVER BASE, THE SILVER HALLMARKED FOR LONDON 1859
SIZE: 12.5CM HIGH, 9CM DIA. – 5 INS HIGH, 3½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN THE MID 16TH CENTURY THERE DEVELOPED A NEW TYPE OF COURTLY COLLECTION, A FORERUNNER OF THE
MODERN MUSEUM, THE 'WUNDERKAMMER', A CHAMBER OF ART AND WONDERS FORMED FROM THE ARTIFACTS

ACQUIRED FROM NEWLY ENCOUNTERED LANDS AND CIVILISATIONS. NATURAL AND MAN-MADE PRODUCTS FROM FAR
OFF PLACES WERE ESPECIALLY PRIZED AND MANY OF THESE PIECES REACHED EUROPE ON BOARD MERCHANT'S SHIPS.

COLLECTED IN EXOTIC LANDS SAILORS CARVED THE COCONUTS WITH VARYING DEGREES OF SKILL ON THE LONG
VOYAGE HOME.

 


