Finch & C°

PAPUA NEW GUINEA SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS PANGIA AREA WIRU PEOPLES ABSTRACT ANTHROPOMORPHIC BASKETWEAVE
AGURE 'TIMBUWARRA'

ALARGE PAPUANEW GUINEA SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS PANGIAAREAWRU PEOPLES ABSTRACT ANTHROPOMORPHIC
BASKETWEAVE FIGURE TIMBUWARRA
VEGETAL FIBRES AND PIGVENTS
MD 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 165CMHIGH, 88CMWIDE — 65 INS HIGH, 34”2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THESE ANTHROPOMORPHIC REPRESENTATIONAL FIGURES ARE ANCESTOR SPIRITS AND ARE CAREFULLY WOVEN FROM
GATHERED, PREPARED, AND SOAKED FIBRES AND ARE MADE AS MEMORIALS TO THE DEAD. THEY ARE ONLY FOUND IN A
SMALL AREA AROUND PANGIAIN THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS OF NEW GUINEAAMONGST THE WIRU. TIMBU' MEANS SKY IN
WIRU LANGUAGE AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT THESE FIGURES WERE MADE FOR THE OPENING OF ASPIRIT HOUSE CALLED
TIMBUYABU', WHICH WAS AROUND BUILDING WITH AVERY HIGH CONICAL ROOF. THEY WOULD BE CARRIED AROUND IN
CEREMONY AND THEN STORED INSIDE THE SPIRIT HOUSE BY HANGING THEMON THE WALLS WHERE THEY WOULD ACT
AS GUARDIANS.



