
OLMEC HOLLOW WARE WHITE CERAMIC STANDING FIGURE
AN ANCIENT OLMEC HOLLOW WARE WHITE CERAMIC STANDING FIGURE

COVERED WITH A BURNISHED KAOLIN SLIP, THE HEAD, ARM AND LEGS RE-ATTACHED, THE BREAKS RESTORED

EARLY PRE-CLASSIC CIRCA 1200-900 BC

SIZE: 15.5CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 3.5CM DEEP – 6 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE OLMEC CULTURE WAS THE EARLIEST CIVILISATION IN MESOAMERICA (CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN MEXICO AND
NORTHERN CENTRAL AMERICA) THAT FLOURISHED BETWEEN 1500 AND 400 BC AND ONE OF ONLY SIX PRISTINE

CIVILISATIONS IN HUMAN HISTORY. PRISTINE CIVILISATIONS WERE THE EARLIEST CIVILISATIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE
REGIONS, CULTURES THAT DEVELOPED ENTIRELY WITHOUT ANY OLDER MODELS TO GUIDE THEIR DEVELOPMENTS,

SUCH AS THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN AND SUMERIAN CULTURES.
THE OLMECS ARE BEST KNOWN FOR THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE SCULPTURAL ARTS, IN PARTICULAR THEIR
EXQUISITE SMALL OBJECTS CARVED FROM JADE AND OTHER SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES, THEIR POTTERY AND THEIR
SPECTACULAR LARGE STONE MONUMENTS. WHEN OLMEC OBJECTS FIRST APPEARED IN EUROPEAN AND MEXICAN

ANTIQUITIES COLLECTIONS IN THE 19TH CENTURY THEY WERE INCORRECTLY ATTRIBUTED TO THE AZTECS, THE MAYA
OR EVEN THE CHINESE. IT WAS NOT UNTIL 1932 THAT THE AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGIST GEORGE C VAILLANT OF THE

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED THEIR GREAT AGE AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH
SOUTHERN MEXICO.



 


