Finch & C°

GILLOWS OF LANCASTER AND LONDON GONCALO ALVES WOOD PILLAR END SIDE TABLE

AFINE GILLOWS OF LANCASTER AND LONDON GONCALO ALVES WOOD PILLAR END SIDE TABLE
IMPRESSED 'GILLOWS'. ON ORIGINAL CONCEALED SUNK BRASS CASTORS. THE TOP ASLAB OF RARE BOHEMAN RED
LITHYALIN GLASS MADE TO RESEMBLE AGATE
GILLOWS MARK FOR 1823 — 1830
SIZE: 75.5CMHIGH, 46.5CM DEEP, 83.5CMWIDE — 29%4 INS HIGH, 1874 INS DEEP, 33 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

APILLAR AND CLAW TABLE WAS MADE BY GILLOWS IN 1821 FOR AMARBLE SLAB OBTAINED BY STEPHEN TEMPEST AS A
SOUVENIR OF HIS FAMLY VISIT TO ITALY. THE MARBLE SLAB WAS RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE AND AROSEWOOD TABLE WITH
TURNED PILLAR ENDS WAS MADE TO SUPPORT THE HEAVY MARBLE AT ACOST OF £54. GILLOWS THEREFORE ACCEPTED
COMMISSIONS TO MAKE TABLES FOR THESE 'SOUVENIR' TOPS OBTAINED BY GENTLEMEN ON THE GRAND TOUR, AND THIS

RARE RED LITHYALIN GLASS SLAB WAS MOST PROBABLY ALSO AMEMENTO FOR WHICH GILLOWS WERE COMMISSIONED
TO PROVIDE ASUITABLE BASE.

THE TABLE IS VENEERED IN RICHLY FIGURED GONCALO ALVES, ABRAZILIAN WOOD ALSO KNOWN AS ALBUERAOR ZEBRA
WOOD, WHICH WAS USED BY THE LANCASTER FIRMFROM 1823 TO AROUND 1865 FOR AWIDE RANGE OF FURNITURE. IN
1833 GILLOW & CO DESCRIBED ALBUERAAS A'FINE DARK WOOD' AND IT COST 40% MORE THAN MAHOGANY, BUT WAS
LESS EXPENSIVE THAN ROSEWOOD. IN 1848 THE COMPANY CALLED IT 'RIO ZEBRAWOOD' PROVING ITS BRAZILIAN

ORIGINS.

LITHYALIN GLASS IS OPAQUE AND WAS PRODUCED TO IMTATE SEM PRECIOUS STONES AND AGATES, BUT SHOWED A
CLASSICAL RESTRAINT OF COLOUR. IT WAS INVENTED BY FRIEDRICH EGERMANN IN NORTHERN BOHEMAIN 1828, BUT
THE TECHNOLOGY WAS SOON DISCOVERED BY COUNT BUGUOY WHO WENT ON TO SPECIALISE IN PRODUCING GLASS

'"AGATINES' IN SOLID SOFT PASTEL COLOURS.



