
FRENCH CARVED IVORY JANUS HEAD ROSARY BEAD DEPICTING THE HEAD OF CHRIST AND A MEMENTO MORI HUMAN SKULL
A FRENCH CARVED IVORY JANUS HEAD ROSARY BEAD DEPICTING THE HEAD OF CHRIST AND A MEMENTO MORI HUMAN

SKULL
PIERCED LONGITUDINALLY

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 2.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THESE OBJECTS WERE MADE TO BE CONTEMPLATED. CHRIST THE REDEEMER IS
WEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS AND IS CONFRONTED WITH THE FACE OF DEATH, A SYMBOLIC REMINDER OF THE

INCARNATION AND OF THE PASSION. THIS IVORY JANUS HEAD WAS THE TERMINAL BEAD AND WAS PROBABLY IN A TYPE
OF OPEN ENDED ROSARY KNOWN AS A 'MEN'S TENNER' WHICH WAS A FAVOURITE WITH MEN IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY.

 


