
TONGAN/FIJIAN SPERM WHALE CHEST PENDANT
A FINE TONGAN/FIJIAN SPERM WHALE CHEST PENDANT

A HOLE PIERCED AT EACH END FOR A BRAIDED COIR CORD
OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA OF A DARK HONEY COLOUR

18TH - EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 10CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 1¾ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE BEAUTIFUL HONEY COLOUR OF THIS RARE AMULETIC PENDANT RESULTS FROM SMOKING, OILING WITH SCENTED
COCONUT OIL, RUBBING WITH TURMERIC AND BEING KEPT FROM BRIGHT LIGHT. THE WORN SUSPENSION HOLES SHOW

THAT IT WAS ONCE WORN AS A PENDANT.
ALTHOUGH WITHOUT THE DEEP MYSTICAL AND SYMBOLIC OVERTONES OF THE BIG PRESENTATION TABUA THESE

PENDANTS FUNCTIONED AS HIGHLY REGARDED AMULETIC OBJECTS.

 


