
INDIAN SANDALWOOD RECTANGULAR CASKET
A MAGNIFICENT INDIAN SANDALWOOD RECTANGULAR CASKET FINELY CARVED WITH IMAGES OF HINDU DEITIES WITHIN

SCALLOPED ARCHES AMID FOLIAGE
THE RAISED CENTRAL PANEL OF THE LID DEPICTS RAMA AND SITA ENTHRONED. THE PANELS OF THE CASKET
PROFUSELY DECORATED WITH ANIMALS, BIRDS, DEITIES AND FOLIAGE, STANDING ON FOUR LION'S PAW FEET

THE INNER LID CARVED WITH THE INSCRIPTION: 'BANVASI GUDIGAR KRISTMAPPA & CO, 1897' AND 'FROM MAHARAJAH
BENARES', AND WITH TWO ARMOURIALS. THE RIGHT HAND COAT OF ARMS ARE THOSE OF THE MAHARAJAH AND STATE OF

BENARES. THE LEFT HAND SHIELD SHOWS THE ARMS OF FREEMAN THOMAS EARL OF WILLINGDON 1866-1941 WHO
BECAME VICEROY AND GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA FROM 1931-36

LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 29CM HIGH, 45CM WIDE, 34CM DEEP – 11½ INS HIGH, 17¾ INS WIDE, 13½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

A 'GUDIGAR' WAS A HEREDITARY ARTISAN IN THE STATE OF MYSORE OR CANARA AND THEY ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE
ORIGINALLY COME FROM GOA, MIGRATING SOUTH IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY TO AVOID CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY

BY THE PORTUGUESE. THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD COMES FROM THE SANSKRIT FOR CARVER (KUTTAKA) AND TEMPLE
(GUDI) AND WAS PROBABLY RELATED TO THEIR HINDU CASTES' HEREDITARY ROLE AS TEMPLE PAINTERS AND CARVERS

WORKING IN WOOD, IVORY AND STONE.
IT IS NOT RECORDED WHEN PRECISELY CARVED SANDALWOOD OBJECTS AND FURNITURE STARTED TO BE MADE FOR

COLONIAL CONSUMPTION. HOWEVER, SOON AFTER THE DEFEAT OF TIPUSULTAN BY THE BRITISH IN 1799, A TRAVELLING
BED REPUTED TO HAVE BELONGED TO TIPU WAS ACQUIRED BY THE 2ND LADY CLIVE IN MYSORE IN AUGUST 1800, AND

CAN NOW BE SEEN AT POWIS CASTLE. THE SANDALWOOD BED IS CARVED WITH SIMILAR MOTIFS AND DECORATIVE
ELEMENTS, AND TO THE SAME HIGH STANDARD OF WORKMANSHIP, AS IS FOUND ON LATER SMALLER WORKS SUCH AS

THIS CASKET.
A FEW EXAMPLES OF MYSORE AND CANARA SANDALWOOD CARVING WERE DISPLAYED IN THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851
AND WENT ON TO BE REGULARLY SHOWN AT MAJOR INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS, GAINING THE REPUTATION OF BEING

THE FINEST OF ALL SANDALWOOD CARVING IN INDIA.
ELABORATE PIECES INTENDED FOR PRESENTATION SUCH AS THIS CASKET WERE COMMISSIONED FROM THE GUDIGARS

AND WERE OFTEN INSCRIBED AND SIGNED. A LARGE BOX COULD TAKE BETWEEN THREE AND SIX MONTHS TO
MANUFACTURE AND WERE OFTEN MADE FROM START TO FINISH BY ONE HAND IN A FAMILY WORKSHOP.

 


