
INDIAN HORN CARVING OF A HINDU MERCHANT AND HIS WIFE
AN UNUSUAL AND RARE INDIAN HORN CARVING OF A HINDU MERCHANT AND HIS WIFE

PERHAPS FROM CALCUTTA. THE HORN CAREFULLY ETCHED WITH THE PATTERNS OF THEIR CLOTHING, THEIR HAIR AND
FACIAL DETAILS

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE, 9.5CM DEEP – 7½ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE LATE 18TH CENTURY UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF BRITISH MERCHANTS, INDIAN IMAGE MAKERS,
MODELLERS AND WATERCOLOUR ARTISTS BEGAN TO PORTRAY THEIR FIGURES IN A NATURALISTIC WESTERN STYLE.

MINIATURE MODELS OF INDIAN 'TYPES' WERE DESIGNED TO REVEAL THE DIFFERENT DRESS AND STATURE OF A
PARTICULAR CASTE, RELIGIOUS SECT AND OCCUPATIONAL GROUPING. THEY CAN BE SEEN AS PART OF A GENERAL

STRATEGY BY THE BRITISH TO UNDERSTAND, CONTAIN AND MAINTAIN THE DIVERSITY OF INDIAN PEOPLES. THE STYLE OF
MODELLING WAS A WESTERN ADAPTATION, LIKE COMPANY SCHOOL PAINTING, AND THE MODELS AND CARVINGS ARE

PRODUCTS OF THE CULTURAL ENCOUNTER THROUGH TRADE BETWEEN INDIA AND BRITAIN IN THE EARLY 19TH
CENTURY. THEY AND THE MINIATURES AND PAINTINGS OF THE PERIOD REFLECT THE CHANGING SOCIAL AND CULTURAL

CONFIGURATION OF THE 19TH CENTURY INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT.

 


