Finch & C°

COLLECTION OF HGHT INUIT BERING SEA ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY ‘IINRUT" AMULETIC CARVINGS

ACOLLECTION OF EIGHT INUIT BERING SEA ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY 'lINRUT AMULETIC CARVINGS
CONSISTING OF THREE MEN, ONE DRESSED IN APARKA CAP, AND FIVE ARCTIC WOLVES
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: 4ACMHIGH — 194 INS HIGH (MAX) — 3.5CMLONG — 1% INS LONG (MN)

LITERATURE

THE NORWEGIAN ADVENTURER JOHAN ADRIAN JACOBSEN COLLECTED SOME 36 OF THESE SMALL CARVINGS IN ALASKA
BETWEEN 1882 AND 1883 IN THE SHAPE OF FISH, SEALS, WALRUS, BEARS, WOLVES, CARIBOU, BIRDS AND FOXES AND
COMVENTED THAT AS WITH HUMAN FIGURES MOST WERE MADE AS TOYS FOR CHILDREN AND 'SUCH CARVINGS ARE
MADE AS APASTIME IN WINTER, AND IN SUMVER WHEN THE SHIPS ARRIVED THEY ARE TRADED FOR SOME LITTLE THING.
ESKIMOS HAVE MADE CARMINGS OF SMALL ANIMALS FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS WHICH SHOW ONLY MINOR CHANGES IN
FORMTHROUGH TIMVE. THEY ARE REGARDED AS AMULETIC, CALLED 'lINRUT', AND KEPT FOR PROTECTION. SOMETIVES
THEY WERE KEPT IN SPECIAL BAGS AROUND THE SHAMAN'S NECK OR TIED HANGING FROMHIS CLOTHING. ALTHOUGH
TINY THEY ARE ALWAYS CAREFULLY CARVED AND HAVE ANOTABLE PRESENCE.



