Finch & C°

FLEMISH CARVED BOXWOOD POCKET CASE FOR A CLAY PIPE IN THE FORM OF A TURK'S HEAD
AFINE FLEMSH CARVED BOXWOOD POCKET CASE FOR ACLAY PIPE IN THE FORMOF ATURK'S HEAD
THE EYES INLAID WITH GLASS. ASMALL 19TH CENTURY WOOD REPAIR TO THE SIDE OF THE HEAD

EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27.5CMLONG - 10%INS LONG

LITERATURE
FOR MOST OF THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES THE USE OF CLAY PIPES FOR SMOKING TOBACCO PREDOMNATED FOR
BOTH MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL STRATA'S OF SOCIETY. ELIZABETHAN AND JAVES | CLAY PIPES HAD MINUTE BOWLS DUE
TO THE COSTLINESS OF TOBACCO WHICH WAS THEN IMPORTED FROM THE SPANISH COLONIES, VIASPAIN AT THE HIGH
PRICE OF THREE SHILLINGS PER OUNCE. BY THE 1620'S VIRGINIAWAS PRODUCING HALF AMLLION POUNDS OF
TOBACCO AYEAR WITH ACONSEQUENT DRAMATIC DROP IN THE PRICE ENABLING THE THEN DUKE OF BEDFORD, A
HEAVY SMOKER, TO CONSUME BETWEEN AHALF AND ONE OUNCE A DAY OF BOTH VIRGINIAN AND SPANISH TOBACCO.
THE BOWLS OF THE CLAY PIPES THEN BECAVE LARGER AS TOBACCO CHEAPENED.
AT INNS AND COFFEE HOUSES IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO PRESENT FREE CLEAN CLAY PIPES FOR SMOKING ON THE
PREMSES, AND THESE WOULD THEN BE ROASTED CLEAN IN APIPE KILN OR ROASTER SUSPENDED FROMARING OVER
ACHARCOAL FIRE, AND GIVEN TO THE NEXT CUSTOMER.
CLAY PIPES WERE PRODUCED IN AVARIETY OF LENGTHS; SHORT FOR THE POCKET AND VERY LONG FOR LEISURELY
USE IN THE INN OR AT HOME. BECAUSE OF THEIR FRAGILITY CASES WERE ESSENTIAL FOR THOSE WHO CARRIED THEIR
CLAY PIPES IN THEIR POCKETS AND THE MAJORITY OF THESE TREEN CASES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN PLAN, HOLLOWED OUT
OF SYCAVORE OR BIRCH AND WHEN OLD AND WORN WERE THROWN AWAY OR BURNT ON THE FIRE. PERHAPS THIS
RARE AND ELABORATE EXAVPLE SURVIVED BECAUSE OF ITS ORNAVENTAL QUALITY AND BEAUTY.



