
FLEMISH SCHOOL WHITE MARBLE BUST OF A CRYING BOY
A FLEMISH SCHOOL WHITE MARBLE BUST OF A CRYING BOY 

ATTRIBUTED TO JAN PIETER VAN BAURSCHEIT THE ELDER (1669 – 1728) 
EARLY 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 43CM HIGH – 17 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

JAN PIETER VAN BAURSCHEIT THE ELDER WAS BORN NEAR BONN IN 1669 AND AS A YOUNG MAN WAS APPRENTICED TO
PIETER SCHEEMAKERS IN ANTWERP. HE WAS ENROLLED AS A MASTER IN THE GUILD OF ST LUKE IN 1694/5 AND

SPECIALISED IN GRAND TOMB SCULPTURE. HE EXECUTED A NUMBER OF SCULPTURES FOR CHURCHES IN ANTWERP
AND IS KNOWN FOR THE TOMB OF P.F ROOSE, BARON DE BOUCHOUT IN THE CHURCH OF ST PIERRE AND ST GUIDON IN
BRUSSELS. HE WAS APPOINTED SCULPTOR AND ARCHITECT TO THE EMPEROR CHARLES VI OF AUSTRIA, RULER OF THE

AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS IN 1723. 
THIS BUST MAY HAVE ONCE BEEN PAIRED WITH A BUST OF A LAUGHING BOY WHICH WOULD MAKE A HUMEROUS

REFERENCE TO THE ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHERS HERACLTUS AND DEMOCRITUS, KNOWN AS THE LAUGHING
PHILOSOPHER.

 


