Finch & C°

CARVED WOOD NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT HALIBUT HOOK

ARARE AND SUPERB CARVED WOOD NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT HALIBUT HOOK
AWHALE-BONE BARB BOUND WITH SPRUCE ROQOT TO THE SHAFT. THE FRONT IN THE FORMOF AKILLER WHALE, ITS
BODY HOUSING ARAVEN, ITS TAL DECORATED WITH ABEARS FACE, WITH SPRUCE ROOT BINDING THE TWO HALVES
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 34CMLONG, 7CMWIDE, 13CMDEEP — 13%2INS LONG, 2% INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

SOME OF THE WORLDS FINEST SCULPTURE ORIGINATED ON THE NORTHWEST COAST OF AVERICA, THAT 1200 MLE
STRETCH OF COASTLINE STUDDED WITH ISLANDS AND INLETS THAT EXTENDS FROMPUGET SOUND TO BEYOND
YUKATAT BAY. BETWEEN THE SOUND AND THE BAY, OUT BEYOND THE ISLANDS AND THE ALASKAN PANHANDLE THE
JAPAN CURRENT FLOWS IN ASOUTHERLY DIRECTION WARMNG THE LAND AND ENCOURAGING THE GROWTH OF TALL
TIVBER, EDIBLE BERRIES AND FISH. WATERWAYS EXTEND THEIR FINGERS INLAND FOR MILES AND UPON THESE INLAND
STRANDS THERE WERE EXCELLENT SITES FOR INDIAN WINTER VILLAGES USED FOR THE CEREMONIAL SEASON WHEN
FISHING GROUNDS, ESTABLISHED BY RIGHT, WERE ABANDONED FOR THE INTERVAL BETWEEN SALMON AND HALIBUT
RUNS.

THIS SUPER ABUNDANCE OF NATURE, WHICH ASSURED THEIR BASIC LIVELIHOOD LED TO THE NORTHWEST COAST
TRIBES, IN PARTICULAR THE NORTHERN ONES LIKE THE TLINGIT, HAIDA AND TSIMSHIAN, TO DEVELOP ASYSTEMOF
SOCIAL PRESTIGE. THEY DEVELOPED ALEISURE CLASS THAT HAD TIME TO EXCLUDE MUNDANE AFFAIRS AND
CONCENTRATE ON SOCIAL POSITION AND THE ATTENDANT MYTHOLOGY AND CEREMONALISM
ALL TLINGIT HAD ACCESS TO RICH HALIBUT FISHING GROUNDS AND THESE HOOKS WERE VERY EFFECTIVE AS THEY
WOULD CATCH ONLY A CERTAIN MD-SIZE HALIBUT LEAVING ENOUGH FISH IN THE HABITAT TO PERPETUATE THE
SPECIES. THE CARVED IMAGES WERE ADDED FOR THEIR SPIRITUAL POWER TO DRAW THE HALIBUT TO THE BAIT. THIS
EXCEPTIONALLY WELL SCULPTED TLINGIT HALIBUT HOOK GAINS ITS MYSTIC POWER BY EXPLORING THE GAP THAT



EXISTS BETWEEN NATURE AS SEEN AND THE TRIBAL MYTHOLOGICAL PAST AS CAN ONLY BE ENVISIONED, AND BY
CONJURING UP THE FORCES OF NATURE THAT CANNOT BE SEEN. ALL OF THE ANIMALS, BIRDS, AND FISH THAT THE
NORTHWEST COAST ARTISTS CARVED AND CREATED ARE COMPELLING BECAUSE IN THEIR CREATOR'S VIEW THEY

REALLY DO OCCUPY ASPACE IN AWORLD NEXT TO OURS, UNDER THE SEA BENEATH ARIVER OR IN AMAGIC FOREST.



