
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN HOLLOW BRONZE SCULPTURE OF A SEATED CAT
A FINE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN HOLLOW BRONZE SCULPTURE OF A SEATED CAT 

ONE EAR RESTORED, FINE DARK BROWN AND RED PATINA
LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD (664-332 BC)

SIZE: 10.5CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE, 7CM DEEP – 4 INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

CATS IN ANCIENT EGYPT WERE IMPORTANT BOTH AS DOMESTIC PETS AND AS SYMBOLS OF DEITIES SUCH AS BASTET AND
RA. THERE WERE TWO INDIGENOUS FELINE SPECIES IN ANCIENT EGYPT: THE JUNGLE CAT (FELIS CHAUS) AND THE

AFRICAN WILD CAT (FELIS SILVESTRIS LIBYCA), THE FIRST BEING FOUND ONLY IN EGYPT AND SOUTH EASTERN ASIA. THE
EARLIEST EGYPTIAN REMAINS OF A CAT WERE FOUND IN A TOMB AT THE PREDYNASTIC SITE OF MOSTAGEDDA

SUGGESTING THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE ALREADY KEEPING CATS AS PETS IN THE LATE FOURTH MILLENNIUM BC.

 


