
BRONZE PORTRAIT BUST OF THE FRENCH PHILOSOPHER VOLTAIRE
A FINE BRONZE PORTRAIT BUST OF THE FRENCH PHILOSOPHER VOLTAIRE 

SIGNED 'ROSSET SCVLPSIT A ST CLAVDE 1768' ON A VARIEGATED MARBLE BASE
CIRCA 1768

SIZE: 26CM HIGH – 10¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

VOLTAIRE (1694-1778) WAS A FRENCH PHILOSOPHER OF THE 'ENLIGHTENMENT' WHO BELIEVED IN THE SUPREMACY OF
REASON; A UNIVERSE BASED ON REASON COMBINED WITH A RESPECT FOR NATURE. A LIBERAL HUMANIST HE DESIRED

TO SEE PRACTICAL CHANGE TO COMBAT INEQUALITY AND INJUSTICE AND TO THIS END HE FOUGHT TIRELESSLY FOR THE
RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL AND FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION. TOGETHER WITH ROUSSEAU HE PUBLISHED THE

ENCYLOPEDIE (1731-76) AND THEIR ATTACKS ON THE GOVERNMENT, THE CHURCH, AND THE JUDICIARY PROVIDED THE
INTELLECTUAL BASIS FOR THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

JOSEPH ROSSET (1703-1786) WAS BORN IN ST CLAUDE AND MAINTAINED A STUDIO THERE. VOLTAIRE LIVED NEARBY IN A
CHATEAU AT FERNEY CLOSE TO THE SWISS BORDER FROM 1758-78, WHERE HE ENJOYED THE SOCIAL LIBERTY OF

FRANCE TOGETHER WITH THE POLITICAL LIBERTY OF GENEVA. ROSSET BECAME AN INTIMATE OF THE PHILOSOPHER AND
WORKED WITH HIM AT FERNEY. THIS BRONZE IS A FINELY DETAILED CAST AND ROSSET WAS ALSO KNOWN FOR HIS CRISP

IVORY CARVINGS.

 


