
NEW ZEALAND MAORI 'POUNAMU' JADE PENDANT 'HEI-TIKI'
A DEEP GREEN NEW ZEALAND MAORI 'POUNAMU' JADE PENDANT 'HEI-TIKI'

THE SURFACE DETAILS STILL UNFINISHED, CARVED FROM A DISUSED CEREMONIAL ADZE BLADE
SECOND QUARTER 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14.5CM HIGH, 8.5CM WIDE – 5¾ INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE NEW ZEALAND MAORI JADE BREAST ORNAMENT CALLED 'HEI-TIKI' IS THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC AND MOST HIGHLY
VALUED OF ALL MAORI PERSONAL ORNAMENTS. IN SOME MAORI ORIGIN BELIEFS TIKI WAS THE FIRST MAN HAVING BEEN

CREATED BY THE GOD TANE, AND CARVINGS OF HUMAN FIGURES IN ANY MATERIAL WHETHER WHALEBONE, STONE,
WOOD OR NEPHRITE MAY BE CALLED A TIKI.

THE PREFIX 'HEI' INDICATES SOMETHING SUSPENDED FROM THE NECK. HEI-TIKI WERE WORN BY BOTH MEN AND WOMEN
USUALLY HANGING VERTICALLY, BUT SOMETIMES HORIZONTALLY FROM A SUSPENSION POINT ON THE SIDE ESPECIALLY

BY WOMEN. THEY ARE PASSED DOWN THROUGH THE GENERATIONS AS FAMILY HEIRLOOMS AND HAVE THEIR OWN
PERSONAL NAMES. MANY HEI-TIKI ARE REMEMBERED IN TRIBAL SONGS AND ORAL HISTORIES, THEIR MANA OR PRESTIGE

DERIVING FROM CLOSE CONTACT WITH THOSE GREAT ANCESTORS WHO HAVE WORN IT IN THE PAST.
WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF METAL TOOLS DURING THE 19TH CENTURY NEPHRITE ADZES SOON BECAME OBSOLETE,

BUT JADE RETAINED A VALUE AMONG BOTH THE MAORI AND EUROPEANS WHO WERE EAGER TO OBTAIN HEI-TIKI AS
BEAUTIFUL CURIOSITIES. TO MEET THIS CONTINUING DEMAND MANY OLD DISUSED NEPHRITE ADZES WERE CONVERTED

TO HEI-TIKI FOR BOTH MAORI AND EUROPEAN CUSTOMERS. MANY OF THESE CONVERTED HEI-TIKI, SUCH AS THIS
EXAMPLE, BETRAY THEIR ORIGIN AS ADZES BY THE REMAINS OF A BEVELLED CUTTING EDGE ACROSS THE BOTTOM AND

THE PERSISTENCE OF AN OVERALL ADZE SHAPED OUTLINE.

 


