Finch & C°

MEDIEVAL FRENCH LIMOGES COPPER RELIEF OF THE CRUCIAED CHRIST

AMEDIEVAL FRENCH LIMOGES COPPER RELIEF OF THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST
PROBABLY FROMABOOK COVER. TRACES OF GILDING
EARLY 13TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18.5CMHIGH, 14CMWDE — 774 INS HIGH, 5%2INS WIDE

LITERATURE

CASKETS, BOOK COVERS, ALTAR AND PROCESSIONAL CROSSES WERE MADE OF ACOPPER ALLOY DECORATED IN
CHAVPLEVE ENAVEL BY A TECHNIQUE DEVELOPED AND EXPLOITED IN LIMOGES, FRANCE. THESE WERE THEN GILDED
AND FITTED WITH APPLIQUES AND RELIEFS OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS, THE VIRGIN MARY AND CHRIST. LIMOGES
ENAVELS WERE PRODUCED ON ALARGE SCALE IN THE 13TH AND 14TH CENTURIES FOR THE EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN
CHURCH. THE MOST FAMOUS LIMOGES CASKET WAS ONE OF 40 MADE IN 1200 AD TO DISTRIBUTE ST THOMAS BECKET'S
RELICS THROUGHOUT EURORPE. IT WAS LATER PURCHASED IN NAPLES BY SIR WILLIAMHAMLTON WHILST BRITISH
AVBASSADOR TO THE KINGDOMAND PRESENTED BY HIMTO THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES IN 1801. AT THE TIME
HAMLTON BELIEVED IT TO BE RUSSIAN OR 18TH CENTURY GREEK.



