Finch & C°

LATE MEDIEVAL GERMAN CARVED LIMESTONE HEAD OF CHRIST FROM A PIETA GROUP

ALATE MEDIEVAL GERMAN CARVED LIMESTONE HEAD OF CHRIST FROMA PIETAGROUP
THE HAND OF THE VIRGIN MARY TO THE BACK OF THE HEAD. THE NOSE CHIPPED, BROKEN AT THE NECK
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME
CIRCA1400
SIZE: 19.5CMHIGH, 12 CMWIDE, 15CMDEEP — 7% INS HIGH, 4% INS WIDE, 6CM DEEP

LITERATURE

THIS SCULPTURE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 'SCHIfINE STIL' OR 'BEAUTIFUL STYLE' POPULAR IN CENTRAL EUROPE AT THE
END OF THE 14TH CENTURY. ALTHOUGH THE ITALIAN WORD FOR PITY, 'PIETA IS USUALLY USED TO REFER TO THE IMAGE
OF CHRIST BEING HELD BY THE VIRGIN ON HER LAP, THE GERMAN WORD USED SINCE THE MDDLE AGES IS 'VESPERBILD'
MEANING 'EVENING IMAGE' REFERRING TO THE MOMENT IN THE PASSION NARRATIVE WHEN CHRIST'S BODY WAS
REMOVED FROMTHE CROSS IN THE LATE AFTERNOON. VESPERBILD IS ALSO AREFERENCE TO THE OFFICE OF VESPERS
ON GOOD FRIDAY. THIS IMAGE BECAVE INCREASINGLY POPULAR IN PRIVATE DEVOTIONAL PRACTICE DURING THE LATE
MDDLE AGES AND WAS INTENDED TO EVOKE SYMPATHY IN THE MIEWER AS IT CONFRONTED HIMWTH THE INTENSE
SUFFERING OF THE NOW DEAD CHRIST AND HIS GRIEVING MOTHER.



