
VICTORIAN SPECIMEN OF A MUTE WHITE SWAN 'CYNUS OLOR'
A VICTORIAN SPECIMEN OF A MUTE WHITE SWAN 'CYNUS OLOR'

IN ORIGINAL GLASS CASE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 98CM HIGH, 118CM WIDE, 45CM DEEP – 38¾ INS HIGH, 46½ INS WIDE, 17¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

SWANS ARE THE LARGEST OF THE WATERFOWL AND AMONG THE MOST GRACEFUL. THE MUTE SWAN IS A PURE WHITE
BIRD OF THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE, BREEDING IN THE NORTH AND MIGRATING SOUTHWARD TO SLIGHTLY MORE

TEMPERATE WATERS IN THE WINTER. MATING BONDS ARE STRONG AND PERMANENT, AND ARE FORMED AND
MAINTAINED BY MUTUAL DISPLAYS.

ACCORDING TO MEDIEVAL RECORDS THE MUTE SWAN WAS DOMESTICATED IN BRITAIN PRIOR TO THE 12TH CENTURY. IT
WAS RAISED IN CAPTIVITY FIRST FOR ITS MEAT AND LATER FOR ITS GREAT BEAUTY. SWANS WERE REGARDED AS THE

PROPERTY OF THE CROWN AND COULD NOT BE BRED OR SOLD WITHOUT A ROYAL LICENCE. THIS LAW WAS STRICTLY
ENFORCED BY AN APPOINTED KING'S SWAN MASTER AND HIS DEPUTIES.

 


