
UNUSUAL AND RARE GENTLEMAN'S WALKING CANE
AN UNUSUAL AND RARE GENTLEMAN'S WALKING CANE

THE HANDLE COMPOSED OF OPENWORK IVORY SPHERES TURNED WITHIN EACH OTHER, THE SHAFT OF MALACCA.
FRENCH OR GERMAN. IN GOOD CONDITION

FIRST HALF OF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 87CM LONG – 34¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE APPEAL OF THESE SPHERES OR MULTIPLE CONCENTRIC BALLS TO COLLECTORS IS EVIDENT FROM THEIR
APPEARANCE IN MANY 17TH AND 18TH CENTURY PAINTINGS OF CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES AND RARITIES. BY THE EARLY
17TH CENTURY NUREMBERG IN GERMANY HAD EMERGED AS THE PRINCIPAL PRODUCTION CENTRE FOR THESE ITEMS

WITH THE ZICK FAMILY AS ITS MOST FAMOUS EXPONENTS. IN ENGLAND A MANUAL WAS WRITTEN IN 1678 BY THE TURNER
JOSEPH MOXON ENTITLED 'MECHANICK EXCERCISES OR THE DOCTRINE OF HANDIWORK' AND IN IT HE PRECISELY

DESCRIBES HOW TO 'TURN SEVERAL GLOBES OR BALLS OF IVORY ONE WITHIN THE OTHER WITH A SOLID BALL IN THE
MIDDLE'.

IN THE 18TH CENTURY A FRENCHMAN, FRANCOIS BARREAU MADE SUPERB VIRTUOSO BOXWOOD AND IVORY SPHERES
AND EXHIBITED THEM IN 1798 AT THE CONSERVATOIRE OF ARTS AND TRADES IN PARIS. ALTHOUGH HE LIVED IN RELATIVE

OBSCURITY IN AVIGNON HE DEVELOPED THE AMAZING TECHNIQUE OF TURNING INTERLOCKING SPHERES.
THROUGHOUT THE 19TH CENTURY, THE FASCINATION CONTINUED WITH THESE MULTIPLE TURNED IVORY BALLS AND

SPHERES.

 


