Finch & C°

PAIR OF SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TEETH

AFINE AND UNUSUAL PAR OF SCRIMSHAW SPERMWHALE TEETH
THE LARGER TOOTH ENGRAVED WITH THE SCOTSMAN, TAMO' SHANTER DRESSED IN TARTAN WITH HIS SWORD AND
SHIELD, APELICAN EATING AFISH, AND ABRITISH SHIP SAILING OFF THE COAST, ALIGHTHOUSE IN THE DISTANCE
THE SECOND TOOTH DEPICTING ASCOTTISH WOMAN HOLDING ATHISTLE, APALMTREE AND COCONUTS NEXT TOHER
AND TWO HARPOONS WITH THEIR LINES. THE REVERSE ENGRAVED WITH TWO WHALING SHIPS AND ASPOUTING WHALE
BEING CHASED BY TWO BOATS. ICEBERGS ARE SHOWN IN THE DISTANCE
SMOOTH OLD WHITE PATINA
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: 16CMLONG — 6% INS LONG (EACH) — 5.5CMWIDE — 274 INS WIDE (MAX)

LITERATURE

MEN ABOARD WHALING SHIPS WERE OFTEN AT SEAFOR YEARS AT ATIME. ON ALONG, PERHAPS FIVE YEAR VOYAGE, AN
OLDER MAN WHO SURVVED WOULD RETURN MSIBLY GREYER. WHALEBONE, BALEEN AND THE BEAUTIFUL SPERM
WHALE TEETH WERE ALL BY PRODUCTS OF WHALING AND WERE WORKED ON BOARD SHIP INTO AVARIETY OF SHAPES
AND DESIGNS. THE TEETH WERE OFTEN ENGRAVED WITH SCENES AND PORTRAITS THAT WERE INSPIRED BY OR COPIED
FROMAWELL KNOWN PRINT. IN ORDER TO COMBAT THE BOREDOM CAUSED BY LONG PERIODS OF IDLENESS EVERY
SPARE OFF DUTY HOUR WAS USED BY THE SCRIMSHANDER TO POLISH, CARVE AND ENGRAVE THE IVORY TEETH OF THE
WHALE HE HAD HELPED TO CATCH.



