
PAIR OF SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TEETH
A FINE AND UNUSUAL PAIR OF SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TEETH 

THE LARGER TOOTH ENGRAVED WITH THE SCOTSMAN, TAM O' SHANTER DRESSED IN TARTAN WITH HIS SWORD AND
SHIELD, A PELICAN EATING A FISH, AND A BRITISH SHIP SAILING OFF THE COAST, A LIGHTHOUSE IN THE DISTANCE

THE SECOND TOOTH DEPICTING A SCOTTISH WOMAN HOLDING A THISTLE, A PALM TREE AND COCONUTS NEXT TO HER
AND TWO HARPOONS WITH THEIR LINES. THE REVERSE ENGRAVED WITH TWO WHALING SHIPS AND A SPOUTING WHALE

BEING CHASED BY TWO BOATS. ICEBERGS ARE SHOWN IN THE DISTANCE
SMOOTH OLD WHITE PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: 16CM LONG – 6¼ INS LONG (EACH) – 5.5CM WIDE – 2¼ INS WIDE (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

MEN ABOARD WHALING SHIPS WERE OFTEN AT SEA FOR YEARS AT A TIME. ON A LONG, PERHAPS FIVE YEAR VOYAGE, AN
OLDER MAN WHO SURVIVED WOULD RETURN VISIBLY GREYER. WHALEBONE, BALEEN AND THE BEAUTIFUL SPERM

WHALE TEETH WERE ALL BY PRODUCTS OF WHALING AND WERE WORKED ON BOARD SHIP INTO A VARIETY OF SHAPES
AND DESIGNS. THE TEETH WERE OFTEN ENGRAVED WITH SCENES AND PORTRAITS THAT WERE INSPIRED BY OR COPIED

FROM A WELL KNOWN PRINT. IN ORDER TO COMBAT THE BOREDOM CAUSED BY LONG PERIODS OF IDLENESS EVERY
SPARE OFF DUTY HOUR WAS USED BY THE SCRIMSHANDER TO POLISH, CARVE AND ENGRAVE THE IVORY TEETH OF THE

WHALE HE HAD HELPED TO CATCH.

 


