Finch & C°

SCRIMSHAW ENGRAVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH

AN INTERESTING SMALL SCRIMSHAW ENGRAVED SPERMWHALE TOOTH
DEPICTING AWHALING SHIP WITH AHUMPBACK WHALE BEING HARPOONED FROM TWO BOATS. THE REVERSE ENGRAVED
WITH APROUD SAILOR CHEERING AND WAVING HIS HAT. BRITISH OR AVERICAN
AGED SMOOTH YELLOW PATINA SMALL CHIP TO TIP
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13CMLONG, 5.5CMWIDE (MAX) — 5 INS LONG, 2% INS WIDE (MAX)

LITERATURE

CLIFFORD ASHLEY IN THE YANKEE WHALER' PUBLISHED IN THE 1930'S, WHICH HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED A
DEFINITIVE TEXT, CONTROVERSIALLY CALLED SCRIMSHAW'..... THE ONLY IMPORTANT INDIGENOUS FOLK ART, EXCEPT
THAT OF THE INDIANS, WE HAVE EVER HAD IN AVERICA.

HOWEVER THE FIRST TRULY ORGANISED WHALING INDUSTRY SEEMS TO HAVE ORIGINATED WITH THE BASQUES WHO
WERE FISHING THE BAY OF BISCAY IN 1000 AD. ASMALL SEAL FOR ABASQUE TOWN CARVED AROUND 1400 AD SHOWS A
CHASE AFTER WHALES FROMA SMALL BOAT AND IS AREMARKABLY SCRIMSHAW-LIKE OBJECT. ALTHOUGH IT IS MOST
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE YANKEE WHALE-MEN OF THE 19TH CENTURY THE SCRIMSHANDERS ART WAS EMBRACED
AND EXTENSIVELY PRACTICED BY THE BRITISH, AUSTRALIAN AND PORTUGUESE MARINERS AS WELL.



