Finch & C°

NEW CALEDONIAN MELANESIAN 'BIRD HEADED' HARDWOOD CLUB

ASUPERB NEW CALEDONIAN MELANESIAN 'BIRD HEADED' HARDWOOD CLUB
EXCEPTIONAL SMOOTH AND MELLOW PATINA
SLIGHT DAMAGE TO ONE EDGE
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 73CMLONG — 28% INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS AESTHETICALLY PLEASING CLUB IS BEAUTIFULLY CARVED AND FINISHED IN HARDWOOD WITH ANATURAL HIGH
POLISH CHARACTERISTIC OF NEW CALEDONIAN WOODWORK. IT IS CALLED A'BIRD HEADED' CLUB BECAUSE OF THE
BEAK LIKE EXTENSION AND THE RAISED 'EYE' GIVING IT THE APPEARANCE OF AN EXOTIC BIRD.

NEW CALEDONIAIS ALARGE ISLAND COMPLETELY FRINGED BY CORAL REEFS AND IS VERY MOUNTAINOUS WITH
SEVERAL PEAKS AT OVER 5000 FEET. THIS COMBINED WITH ATRIBAL SYSTEMUNDER HEREDITARY CHIEFS HAS LED TO
THE DEVELOPMENT OF DISTINCT DIALECTS WITH 24 DIFFERENT ONES SPOKEN ON THE ISLAND AT PRESENT. NEW
CALEDONIAN BELIEFS RECOGNISE TWO TYPES OF SPIRITS: THOSE OF THE ANCESTORS INVOKED AS GUARDIANS, AND
PURE SPIRITS IN CHARGE OF CERTAIN REALMS. THE FLORAIS OUTSTANDINGLY RICH IN UNIQUE SPECIES INDICATING A
PROLONGED PERIOD OF ISOLATION SINCE REMOTE GEOLOGICAL TIME. THE FLYING FOX, ASPECIES OF FRUIT BAT, WAS
THE SOLE RESIDENT MAMMAL BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF MAN.



