Finch & C°

ANCIENT ROMAN FRAGMENT OF IMPERIAL PORPHYRY

AN ANCIENT ROMAN FRAGVENT OF IMPERIAL PORPHYRY
REPUTED TO HAVE BEEN FOUND AT EPHESUS. ATYPEWRITTEN LABEL STATING 'PIECE OF PORPHREY. BORED AND
TURNED. ? PART OF AFOUNTAIN. FOUND NEAR TEMPLE, EPHESUS.1ST CENTURY BC.'
1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 6.5CMLONG, 5.5CMDIA —27%2INS LONG, 2% INS DIA

LITERATURE

THE WORD PORPHYRY COMES FROM THE LATIN 'PORPORA MEANING PURPLE AND WAS FIRST USED TO DESCRIBE THE
FAMOUS EGYPTIAN IMPERIAL PORPHYRY OF WHICH THIS IS AN EXAVPLE. IT IS AHARD VOLCANIC ROCK OF ADEEP
PURPLE RED COLOUR WITH APEPPERING OF TINY WHITE CRYSTALS OF FELDSPAR AND HAS BEEN PRIZED BY
EMPERORS, KINGS AND POPES SINCE ANCIENT TIMES.

VIRTUALLY EVERY PIECE OF PORPHYRY WAS QUARRIED BY CONVICTS AND SLAVES FROM THE EGYPTIAN EASTERN
DESERT AT GEBEL DOKHAN. THE QUARRIES BECAVE KNOWN AS MONS PORPHYRITES AND WERE OPENED IN THE EARLY
1ST CENTURY AD AND WORKED UNTIL THE 5TH CENTURY AD. THEY WERE MOST ACTIVELY WORKED UNDER THE ROMAN
EMPERORS NERO, TRAJAN AND HADRIAN. THE EMPERORS RESERVED THE COLOUR PURPLE FOR THEIR OWN USE AND
SO PORPHYRY AND THE EGYPTIAN QUARRIES BECAVE THEIR EXCLUSIVE ROMAN IMPERIAL PROPERTY.



