
MEDIEVAL MOSAIC FLOOR FRAGMENT
A MEDIEVAL MOSAIC FLOOR FRAGMENT INLAID WITH RED AND GREEN PORPHYRY FROM THE COSMATI PAVEMENT OF A

EUROPEAN CHURCH
10TH - 13TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CM X 7CM – 2¾ INS X 2¾ INS

 
LITERATURE

NOT ALL PORPHYRY FROM THE ANCIENT QUARRIES AT GEBEL DOKHAN IN EGYPT IS PURPLE. THE ROMANS CALLED THE
GREENISH VARIETY 'LAPIS HIERACITIS' OR SIMPLY 'HIERACITIS' MEANING 'HAWK'. AFTER THE GEBEL DOKHAN QUARRIES
WERE ABANDONED IMPERIAL PORPHYRY WAS EXTENSIVELY RECYCLED BY THE SCALPELLINI OF ROME WHO CALLED IT

'PORFIDO ROSSO ANTICO' AND 'PORFIDO LERDE EGIZIANO'. THEY SLICED IT THINLY AND USED IT FOR THE FAMOUS
COSMATI PAVEMENTS OF THE CHURCHES OF ROME AND OTHER EUROPEAN CITIES, AND AS INLAYS IN ALTARS AND

FURNITURE.

 


