
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN FINELY CARVED BLACK BASALT PORTRAIT HEAD OF A MAN
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN FINELY CARVED BLACK BASALT PORTRAIT HEAD OF A MAN

POSSIBLY A PRIEST, WITH A SHAVEN CRANIUM. OLD DAMAGE TO THE NOSE AND EARS AND BROKEN AT THE NECK
LATE MIDDLE KINGDOM ( 1991-1640 BC) 

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 3.5CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP – 1¾ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

CLASSICALLY ORIENTATED COLLECTORS OF THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES PRIZED EGYPTIAN PORTRAIT HEADS
SUCH AS THIS BECAUSE THEY LOOKED SO 'ROMAN'. HOWEVER, THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS AND THEIR ARTISTIC

TRADITIONS LONG PRECEDED THE ORIGINS OF ROMAN REPUBLICAN PORTRAITURE SO ANY INFLUENCE CAN BE
ASSUMED TO HAVE PASSED FROM EGYPT TO ROME. NEVERTHELESS THESE EUROCENTRIC COLLECTORS CONSIDERED

THE BODIES OF THE EGYPTIAN STATUES TO DETRACT FROM THE CLASSICAL QUALITY OF THEIR HEADS, WITH THE
CONSEQUENCE THAT TODAY THE MAJORITY OF PORTRAIT HEADS LACK THEIR BODIES. HAVING HAD THEIR HEADS

BROKEN OFF TO MAKE THEM MORE MARKETABLE HAS MADE THE DATING OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN STATUES EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT.

 


