
VICTORIAN PETRIFIED BIRD'S NEST
A CURIOUS VICTORIAN PETRIFIED BIRD'S NEST

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12CM DIA – 4¾ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE PETRIFYING WELLS OF MATLOCK IN DERBYSHIRE WERE A FAMOUS AND SPECIAL ATTRACTION TO THE VICTORIAN
TOURIST OF THE 1820'S AND 1830'S. MR JOSEPH PEARSON OWNED THE LARGEST OF THE THREE WELLS IN THE TOWN
AFTER THE PRINCESS VICTORIA'S VISIT OF 1832 BECAME KNOWN AS THE 'ROYAL PETRIFYING WELL'. A PROFUSION OF
PETRIFIED OBJECTS WAS PRODUCED, RANGING FROM STAGS HEADS TO BIRD'S NESTS, BY MEANS OF A CALCAREOUS

DEPOSIT DRIPPING SLOWLY THROUGH THE ROOF OF THE WELL.

 


