
LARGE SPECIMEN OF WHITBY JET
AN UNUSUAL AND LARGE SPECIMEN OF WHITBY JET

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 20CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP – 8 INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE VENERABLE BEDE WRITING IN HIS 'ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE', COMPLETED 731 AD
STATES: [ENGLAND] HAS MUCH AND EXCELLENT JET, WHICH IS BLACK AND SPARKLING, GLITTERING AT THE FIRE, AND,
WHEN HEATED, DRIVES AWAY SERPENTS; BEING WARMED WITH RUBBING IT HOLDS FAST WHATEVER IS APPLIED TO IT,

LIKE AMBER.'
JET IS FORMED OF FOSSILISED WOOD ORIGINATING IN CONIFER FORESTS THAT EXISTED 170 MILLION YEARS AGO. JET

COMES FROM THE ANCESTOR OF THE CHILEAN ARAUCARIA PINE THAT GROWS ON THE SLOPES OF THE ANDES, KNOWN
IN BRITAIN SINCE 1834, WHEN A SPECIMEN WAS PLANTED IN CORNWALL, AS THE 'MONKEY PUZZLE' TREE.

 


