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AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED WOODEN MUMMY MASK

TRACES OF BLACK PIGMENT
MIDDLE KINGDOM 12TH DYNASTY (1191 – 1785 BC)

SIZE: 27CM HIGH, 22CM WIDE, 7CM DEEP – 10½ INS HIGH, 8½ INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE WHOLE POINT OF MUMMIFICATION IN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BELIEF WAS THE PRESERVATION OF THE BODY, WHICH WAS
ESSENTIAL TO THE ETERNAL SURVIVAL OF THE SPIRIT OF THE DECEASED. STATUES AND USHABTI FIGURES COULD

RECEIVE OFFERINGS ON ITS BEHALF, BUT THE MORTAL REMAINS SERVED AS THE PHYSICAL LOCUS ON WHICH THE SOUL
DEPENDED AND TO WHICH CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE SOUL MIGHT NEED TO RETURN.

THROUGHOUT THEIR LONG HISTORY THE EGYPTIANS WERE CONSTANTLY CONCERNED WITH THE APPEARANCE OF THE
DECEASED. THIS RESULTED IN A SERIES OF CHANGES, COMBINED WITH OTHER FACTORS SUCH AS IMPROVEMENTS IN
THE TECHNIQUES OF MUMMIFICATION, SHIFTS IN FUNERARY BELIEFS, AND DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ARCHITECTURE AND

DECORATION OF TOMBS, THAT AFFECTED THE APPEARANCE OF MUMMIES AND THE SHAPE AND DECORATION OF THE
MASKS AND COFFINS IN WHICH THEY WERE ENCLOSED.

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS BELIEVED THAT THE IMAGE OF A DECEASED PERSON WAS A POWERFUL REPRESENTATION OF
THAT BEING THAT COULD BE ANIMATED THROUGH RITUAL. THE MUMMY MASK ACTUALLY BECAME THE PERSON.

 


