
FINE AND SUPERB GERMAN BANDED AGATE DESK SEAL
A FINE AND SUPERB GERMAN BANDED AGATE DESK SEAL 

CARVED WITH THE SHIELD AND CREST OF TÍ¼MPLING OF SAXONY AND PRUSSIA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 5.5CM DIA. – 4 INS HIGH, 2¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE EARLIEST USE OF THE STAMP SEAL SEEMS TO DATE TO ABOUT 5000BC IN WESTERN ASIA. THEN IN SOUTH
MESOPOTAMIA CYLINDRICAL SEALS BECAME THE STANDARD FORM. THE INCISED INSCRIPTION ON THEM WOULD GIVE
THE NAME, FAMILY NAME AND PROFESSION OF THE OWNER AND BY ROLLING IT ON A DAMP CLAY, GOODS COULD BE

SEALED AND IDENTIFIED. WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF HERALDRY IN THE LATER MIDDLE AGES IN EUROPE AS A MEANS
OF IDENTIFICATION, ALL WHO WERE ENTITLED TO BEAR ARMS HAD SEALS AND RINGS ENGRAVED WITH THEIR

ARMOURIAL BEARINGS. AFTER THE 18TH CENTURY THE NEED FOR SEALS AND SIGNET RINGS GRADUALLY BECAME LESS
ESSENTIAL, BUT THERE STILL REMAINS TO THIS DAY A VOGUE FOR THEM HOWEVER RARELY THEY ARE ACTUALLY PUT TO

USE.

 


