
ANCIENT ROMAN GREEN BASALT HANDLE
AN ANCIENT ROMAN GREEN BASALT HANDLE

CARVED WITH THE HEAD AND SHOULDERS OF THE GOD SERAPIS, PROBABLY FROM A COLOSSAL BASIN OR URN SHAPED
VASE 

THE HAIR TO THE TOP OF THE HEAD DAMAGED, THE CORN MEASURE MISSING
2ND – 3RD CENTURY AD

SIZE: 21CM HIGH – 8¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE WORSHIP OF SERAPIS WAS FIRST INDEPENDENTLY DEVELOPED IN THE TIME OF THE PTOLEMIES IN ALEXANDRIA AND
HAD EVOLVED FROM THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GOD OF THE LOWER WORLD, OSIRIS. A MAGNIFICENT TEMPLE WAS BUILT IN
HONOUR OF SERAPIS IN ALEXANDRIA AND OVER TIME THE CONCEPT OF THE GOD WAS WIDELY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE
NOT JUST OSIRIS, BUT PLUTO AND ZEUS-JUPITER TOO. THIS NEW WORSHIP RAPIDLY SPREAD FROM EGYPT OVER THE
ASIATIC COAST TO GREECE AND EVEN TO ROME DESPITE INTERFERENCE ON THE PART OF THE STATE. UNDER THE

EMPIRE, AND PARTICULARLY IN THE TIME OF HADRIAN IT EXTENDED THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN WORLD. 
SERAPIS WAS ESPECIALLY WORSHIPPED AS A GOD OF HEALING. WORSHIP OF HIM AND ACTS OF DEVOTION IN HIS

TEMPLES WERE CONNECTED TO DREAM-ORACLES THAT WERE HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER. AS ZEUS-SERAPIS HE IS SHOWN
WITH A CORN MEASURE, THE SYMBOL OF THE LOWER WORLD, ON HIS HEAD.

 


