
DANISH NEOLITHIC GREEN STONE POLISHED CEREMONIAL CELT
A FINE DANISH NEOLITHIC GREEN STONE POLISHED CEREMONIAL CELT

3000 – 2500 BC
SIZE: 18CM LONG, 7.5CM WIDE – 7 INS LONG, 3 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

DANISH NEOLITHIC WEAPONS ARE OFTEN METICULOUS COPIES IN POLISHED AND GROUND STONE OF ORIGINALS MADE
OUT OF COPPER. ALTHOUGH MANY VARIETIES OF STONE WERE STILL TRADED OVER VAST DISTANCES TO MAKE THESE

SYMBOLIC CELTS THE LATE NEOLITHIC FARMERS OF NORTHERN EUROPE ADMIRED AND ENVIED THE EXTREMELY RARE
AND PRECIOUS COPPER AXES MADE IN THE EAST.

METAL IS NOT SO BRITTLE AS STONE AND AXES AND ADZES OF METAL ARE MORE EFFICIENT FOR CUTTING WOOD AS THE
BLADE CAN BE MADE THINNER AND THUS CUTS DEEPER. METAL CAN ALSO BE MELTED DOWN, REUSED AND RECAST.

HOWEVER, IN SPITE OF THE MANY ADVANTAGES STONE WAS ONLY GRADUALLY REPLACED BY METAL. INDEED IT WAS NOT
UNTIL THE LAST CENTURIES BEFORE CHRIST WHEN IRON, A MUCH MORE ABUNDANT METAL THAN COPPER, WAS

INTRODUCED, THAT THE TRADITION OF STONE IMPLEMENTS WAS LARGELY ABANDONED IN EUROPE.
THIS VERY FINE CELT WAS PROBABLY FOR CEREMONIAL USE, CONSIDERED OF GREAT VALUE AND KEPT APART FOR

DISPLAY. CELTS SUCH AS THIS WERE OFTEN USED AS GRAVE GOODS FOR IMPORTANT NOBLES, OR GIVEN AS
INFLUENTIAL GIFTS AND MAY HAVE HAD A ROLE IN PAGAN RELIGIOUS RITES.

 


