
ENGLISH ENGRAVED BLONDE HORN BEAKER
AN INTERESTING ENGLISH ENGRAVED BLONDE HORN BEAKER COMMEMORATING ‘QUEEN CAROLINE

AND ALDERMAN WOOD MP’
ENGRAVED WITH THEIR PORTRAITS AND INSCRIBED ‘GOD PROTECT THE QUEEN. ALDERMAN WOOD MP FOREVER’

THE NAME OF THE ARTIST ‘R TUNNICLIFFE’ ENGRAVED AT THE TOP
SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

CIRCA 1820
SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 7CM DIA. – 4 INS HIGH, 2¾ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

SIR MATTHEW WOOD WAS BORN IN DEVON AND BEGAN HIS WORKING LIFE AS A DRUGGIST’S TRAVELER. HE WENT ON TO
BECOME TWICE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON AND TO REPRESENT THE CITY AS AN MP IN NINE PARLIAMENTS. IN 1820 HE

BECAME A LEADING CHAMPION OF QUEEN CAROLINE WHOM GEORGE IV HAD DISOWNED, AND WAS TRYING TO DIVORCE
BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT. THE PUBLIC PERCEIVED QUEEN CAROLINE AS BEING PERSECUTED BY THE KING’S ACTIONS AND

WOOD, IN REALITY A RADICAL POLITICIAN, ADOPTED HER CAUSE IN THE HOPE OF BENEFITING FROM HER ENORMOUS
POPULARITY.

GEORGE IV WAS ALWAYS A VILIFIED MONARCH, FINANCIALLY EXTRAVAGANT HE WAS SEEN AS WASTING MONEY ON
BRIGHTON PAVILION. IN 1785 HE WENT THROUGH A MARRIAGE CEREMONY WITH HIS MISTRESS MRS FITZHERBERT, A

ROMAN CATHOLIC, THUS FORFEITING HIS TITLE TO THE CROWN. THE MARRIAGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY DECLARED
INVALID AND IN 1795, WITH MUCH PARENTAL COERCION, HE MARRIED PRINCESS CAROLINE OF BRUNSWICK WHOM HE

IMMEDIATELY TRIED TO DIVORCE WHEN HE BECAME KING.
IN JUNE 1820 ALDERMAN WOOD ESCORTED QUEEN CAROLINE BACK TO ENGLAND BECOMING THE HERO OF THE DAY IN

HELPING HER TO CLAIM HER RIGHTS. DURING THE TRIAL CHEERING CROWDS LINED THE STREETS TO CATCH A GLIMPSE
OF HER AS SHE MADE THE DAILY JOURNEY TO WESTMINSTER. SO GREAT WAS WOOD’S POPULARITY THAT A SONNET



WRITTEN BY CHARLES AND MARY LAMB WAS DEDICATED TO HIM ENTITLED ‘THE CHAMPION’.
HOWEVER IN 1821 QUEEN CAROLINE DIED, ENDING THE SCANDAL IN WHICH THE PEOPLE HAD SYMPATHISED WITH HER

AND IN 1837 THE YOUNG QUEEN VICTORIA MADE MATTHEW WOOD A BARONET.

 


