
ANCIENT MEXICAN OLMEC BLUE AZURITE STONE PENDANT
AN ANCIENT MEXICAN OLMEC BLUE AZURITE STONE PENDANT 

CARVED WITH A MANS HEAD IN HIGH RELIEF
WITH TWO STONE DRILLED HOLES FOR ATTACHMENT AT THE SIDES OF THE SHAPED AND FLATTENED HEAD

1000 – 600 BC
SIZE: 7.5CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE – 3 INS HIGH, 2¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE OLMEC LAPIDARIES WERE EXCEPTIONALLY SKILLED IN THE WORKING OF JADEITE, NEPHRITE, SERPENTINE, AZURITE
AND OTHER STONES THAT WERE OFTEN TRADED OVER LONG DISTANCES. STONE MASKS WERE AMONGST THEIR FINEST
CREATIONS. FULL SIZED HEAVY MASKS WERE MADE TO BE WORN ON THE FACE AND SMALLER MASKETTES SUCH AS THIS

EXAMPLE WERE DESIGNED TO BE SUSPENDED ON NECKLACES OR SEWN ONTO CLOTHING.
THESE HUMAN MASKS MAY INCLUDE A FEW PORTRAITS OF LIVING INDIVIDUALS AND THE MORE NATURALISTIC OF THEM
PROJECT A HAUNTING FAMILIARITY AS THOUGH THEY REPRODUCE THE FACE OF A LONG FORGOTTEN ACQUAINTANCE.
SOMETIMES DISCOLOURED OWING TO RITUAL BURNING PRIOR TO BURIAL OR PROLONGED CONTACT WITH THE SOIL IT

IS THOUGHT THAT THESE MASKETTES SERVED AS FUNERARY OBJECTS THAT WERE PLACED WITH THE DEAD OR
PERHAPS WERE KEPT AS MEMENTOS AFTER THE DECEASED WAS BURIED.

 


