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AFINE SOUTH GERMAN CARVED BOXWOOD FIGURE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS
CIRCA1650
SIZE: 36.5CMHIGH, 26CMWIDE — 1474 INS HIGH, 107 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IMAGES BASED ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST BECAVE INCREASINGLY COMMON FROMTHE 13TH CENTURY. BOTH ST
BERNARD AND ST FRANCES OF ASSISI PLACED ASPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST AND ENCOURAGED
AN AFFECTIVE SPIRITUALITY, WHICH CONCENTRATED ON THE PASSION. THEY BELIEVED HUMAN COMPASSION, THE
NATURAL SENSE OF SYMPATHY AND PITY FOR THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS COULD BE HARNESSED TO INSPIRE AND
DEEPEN FAITH IN CHRIST AND TO STRENGTHEN DEVOTION TO HIM. THE IMAGE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS WAS NO
LONGER SOLELY THE SIGN OF GOD’S LOVE AND SACRIFICE FOR HUMANITY; IT BECAVE THE FOCUS FOR HUMANITY'S
OWN COMPASSION FOR THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.



