
SUBSTANTIAL AND INTERESTINGLY CARVED AFRICAN LOANGO COAST, ANGOLA, IVORY TUSK
A SUBSTANTIAL AND INTERESTINGLY CARVED AFRICAN LOANGO COAST, ANGOLA, IVORY TUSK

DEPICTING CAREFULLY DETAILED FIGURES IN PERIOD DRESS INCLUDING A COLONIAL WOMAN WITH A PET DOG ON A
LEAD AND A MAN CHASING TWO MONKEYS WITH HUMAN FACES

CIRCA 1880 – 1890
SIZE: 80 CM LONG – 31½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

FROM ABOUT 1830 TO 1900 AROUND THE MOUTH OF THE ZAIRE RIVER ALONG THE LOANGO COAST, KONGO ARTISTS
PRODUCED NUMEROUS IVORY CARVINGS FOR FOREIGN CONSUMPTION; OF ALL OF THESE THE MOST IMPRESSIVE ARE

THE RELIEF CARVED IVORY TUSKS WHICH RANGE IN SIZE FROM 8 INCHES TO 3 FEET. THE VIGNETTES ARE ALWAYS
CARVED WITHIN A SPIRAL BAND AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT THIS ACTS AS A GROUND LINE FOR THE PROCESSION OF

FIGURES SEEN IN PROFILE. THIS SPIRALING PATTERN HAD A LONG HISTORY IN THE KONGO REGION AND MAY PERHAPS
ALLUDE TO THE PATH THAT THE PEOPLE BELIEVE THE DEAD FOLLOW FROM EARTH TO THE ANCESTRAL REALM AND

BACK AGAIN TO BE REBORN.

 


