Finch & C°

KENYA WAKAMBA PRESSURE ENGRAVED CEREMONIAL CALABASH

AN UNUSUAL AFRICAN, KENYA WAKAVBA PRESSURE ENGRAVED CEREMONIAL CALABASH
LATE 19TH CENTURY — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 93 CMLONG — 3672 INS LONG (CIRCUMFERENCE)

LITERATURE

IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THE PORTUGUESE WHO OBTAINED THE SEEDS IN SOUTH AVERICABROUGHT THE CALABASH TO
AFRICAAT THE END OF THE 15TH CENTURY. HOWEVER, AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TOMB PAINTING DATING FROM 1425 BC
SHOWS ASERVANT BEARING AN OFFERING OF FRUIT DISPLAYED IN ACALABASH BOWL TOGETHER WITH THREE OTHER
CALABASH. MOREOVER, IN 1950 DURING AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG THE LEAKEY'S UNCOVERED AFRAGMENT OF A
CALABASH DECORATED WITH DOTS THAT WAS DATED TO 850 BC.

ALTHOUGH THE USE OF OTHER MATERIALS IS INCREASING IN AFRICAMANY REMOTE SOCIETIES STILL USE THE
CALABASH IN DAILY LIFE, AND IN GENERAL CALABASHES THAT ARE USED FOR PRACTICAL PURPOSES SUCH AS THE
STORAGE OF LIQUIDS OR AS CONTAINERS WHEN TRAVELING THROUGH THE BUSH ARE NOT DECORATED, AND THOSE
WITH CEREMONIAL AND SYMBOLIC FUNCTIONS OFTEN ARE.



