
GERMAN STOBWASSER LACQUERED PAPIER MACHÉ SNUFF BOX
A FINE GERMAN STOBWASSER LACQUERED PAPIER MACHÉ SNUFF BOX 

PAINTED WITH THE SCENE ‘THE CHELSEA PENSIONER’, THE BASE MARKED ‘5105 STOBWASSER’S FABRIK IN
BRUNSCHWEIG’

THE LID MARKED ‘5105 THE CHELSEA PENSIONER’
CIRCA 1780 – 1800

SIZE: 10CM DIA., 1.5CM HIGH – 4 INS DIA., ½ HIGH

 
LITERATURE

GEORG SIEGMUND STOBWASSER WAS THE BEST MAKER OF 18TH CENTURY JAPANNED PAPIER MACHÉ BOXES. IN 1769
HE SETTLED IN BRUNSWICK IN GERMANY AND BEGAN TO PRODUCE LARGE CIRCULAR LACQUERED BOXES FINELY

DECORATED WITH REPRODUCTIONS OF PAINTINGS OF THE PERIOD. THESE BOXES NEARLY ALWAYS BORE THE
STOBWASSER NAME, WHICH WAS LATER, COMBINED WITH THOSE WHO CARRIED ON THE BUSINESS INTO THE MID 19TH

CENTURY AFTER HIS DEATH IN 1776.
THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA WAS FOUNDED IN 1682 BY KING CHARLES II AND WAS INTENDED FOR THE ‘SUCCOUR

AND RELIEF OF VETERANS BROKEN BY AGE AND WAR’, AND FOR THREE CENTURIES HAS CARED FOR ‘THE MEN IN
SCARLET’ WITHIN ITS SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN DESIGNED BUILDINGS.

 


