Finch & C°

SCOTTISH MOSS AGATE AND SILVER MOUNTED HORN TABLE SNUFF MULL

ALARGE AND UNUSUAL SCOTTISH MOSS AGATE AND SILVER MOUNTED HORN TABLE SNUFF MULL
AN ENGRAVED INSCRIPTION AROUND THE RIMREADING: “THE CHEIL WHAWINNASAIR HIS FRIEN’ IN APINCH, IS NA
WARTH ASNISHEN’, WHICH TRANSLATES AS ‘HE THAT IS NOT AFRIEND AT APINCH IS NOT WORTH ASNUFF
HALLMARKED LONDON 1804
SIZE: 31.5CMLONG— 1272 INS LONG (APPROX)

LITERATURE

THESE DECORATIVE HORN SNUFF MULLS WERE USED CEREMONIALLY AT THE CONMVIVIAL DINNERS OF SCOTTISH
REGIVENTS AND SOCIETIES AND WOULD BE PASSED OR SLID ALONG THE TABLE TO EACH GUEST FOR THEMTO
PARTAKE.

THE MOST NOTABLE SCOTTISH FEMALE SNUFF TAKER WAS AMRS MARGARET THOMPSON WHO DIED IN 1776 AND WHOSE
DEVOTION TO SNUFF WAS MADE CLEAR IN HER WILL. SHE DIRECTED THAT THE BOTTOM OF HER COFFIN BE FILLED WITH
UNWASHED HANDKERCHIEFS AND ASUFFICIENT QUANTITY OF THE BEST SCOTCH SNUFF TO COVER HER BODY. THE SIX
GREATEST SNUFF TAKERS IN THE PARISH WERE TO ACT AS BEARERS AND INSTEAD OF BLACK THEY WERE TO WEAR
SNUFF-COLOURED BEAVER HATS. SNUFF WAS TO BE STREVWN BEFORE THE FUNERAL PROCESSION AND CARRIED IN
BOXES BY HER PALLBEARERS FOR THEIR REFRESHMENT AS THEY WENT ALONG.



