
COOK ISLANDS MANGAIA CARVED CEREMONIAL ADZE
A COOK ISLANDS MANGAIA CARVED CEREMONIAL ADZE WITH SINNET BRAID TO THE TOP

THE STONE BLADE NOW MISSING
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 109CM LONG – 43 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THESE MANGAIA ADZE WERE MADE TO SYMBOLISE THE DEITY ‘TANE-MATA-ARIKI’ IN HIS ROLE AS THE GOD OF CARPENTRY.
THE GEOMETRIC SURFACE CARVING OF THE HAFT OF THE ADZE REPRESENTED STYLISED HUMAN FIGURES, THE WORD

FOR CARVING BEING ‘AKATIKITIKI’ MEANING ‘MAKE LIKE MEN’.
AFTER THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY INVASION OF THE 1820’S AND THE SUBSEQUENT CONVERSION OF THE COOK
ISLAND’S POPULATION TO CHRISTIANITY THESE ADZES BECAME WIDELY COLLECTED AND THE LOCAL CRAFTSMEN OF

MANGAIA BEGAN TO MAKE THEM FOR SALE AS 'NATIVE CURIOS'. THE ADZES BECAME ELABORATE AND WITH LONGER
HANDLES AS THE INTRODUCTION OF METAL TOOLS OVERTOOK THE CARPENTER’S FORMER USE OF SHARK’S TEETH AND

SHELLS.

 


