Finch & C°

AJIAN STRAIGHT SHAFTED POLE CLUB ‘GADY’

ALONG FIJIAN STRAIGHT SHAFTED POLE CLUB ‘GADF
THE SURFACE ENTIRELY ENGRAVED WITH ZIGZAG DESIGNS. THE RECESSED BUTT END WITH SPERMWHALE IVORY INLAY
TRACES OF WHITE LIMVE, OLD SMOOTH PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 105CMLONG—4174INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE FIJIANS HAD SPECIFIC NAVES FOR EACH FORMAL WAR CLUB TYPE, WHICH BASICALLY DESCRIBED THE PHYSICAL
NATURE OF THE CLUB. STRAIGHT POLE CLUBS SUCH AS THIS WERE TERMED ‘GADI' BECAUSE ‘GADI" WAS THE KIND OF
WOOD USED TO MAKE THEMAND WAS RARELY USED TO MAKE ANOTHER TYPE. THESE POWERFUL TWO HANDED WAR
CLUBS WERE USED IN CLOSE COMBAT CAUSING HEAVY CASUALTIES. HOWEVER, DUE TO THIS EXAMPLES HIGHLY
DECORATIVE AND IMPOSING APPEARANCE IT WAS MOST PROBABLY MADE FOR THE RITUAL USE OF ACHIEF.



