Finch & C°

SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH DEPICTING A SAILOR FLYING A UNION JACK

AN ENGLISH SCRIMSHAW SPERMWHALE TOOTH DEPICTING ASAILOR FLYING AUNION JACK, A
TURRETED CASTLE TO ONE SIDE AND ATHREE MASTED SCHOONER TO THE OTHER, THE REVERSE ETCHED WITH A
FIGURE OF BRITANNIASHOOTING AN ARROW FROMHER BOW, ADOG AT HER SANDALED FEET
CIRCA 1850
SIZE: 172CMLONG - 4% INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE WHALERS SALED ACROSS THE WORLD FROMTHE SOUTH SEAS TO THE ARCTIC, FROMENGLISH WATERS TO SOUTH
AVERICA, FROMNEW ENGLAND TO CHINAAND JAPAN.

IN THE MD 19TH CENTURY JAPAN WAS AN ISOLATED EMPIRE PERMITTING NO FOREIGNERS ON ITS TERRITORY UNDER
PENALTY OF DEATH. MRS CORDELIA CHILDS, WIFE OF THE WHALING CAPTAIN PETER CHILDS, ACCOMPANIED HER
HUSBAND INTO THE PACIFIC AND IN 1845 PUT INTO AJAPANESE PORT. THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN YEDO APPARENTLY
HAD NOT HEARD OF THE GOVERNMENT EDICT AND WERE FRIENDLY AND CURIOUS WHEN THE WHALER ANCHORED OFF
SHORE AND MRS CHILDS DISEMBARKED. SHE SPENT SEVERAL DAYS IN THE SMALL COMMUNITY AND LATER TOLD OF THE
WONDER EXPRESSED BY THE INHABITANTS, OF HOW THEY FINGERED HER CLOTHING AND HOW CAREFULLY THEY
RECEIVED THE GADGETS, FABRICS AND JEWELERY THE SAILORS OFFERED IN RETURN FOR MUCH NEEDED FRUIT,
VEGETABLES AND FRESH WATER.



