Finch & C°

MEDIEVAL GOTHIC CARVED IVORY WRITING TABLET

ARARE NORTHERN FRENCH MEDIEVAL GOTHIC CARVED IVORY WRITING TABLET
WITH ADEPICTION OF THE MOCKING OF CHRIST, THE CRUCIFIXION, THE NATIMTY AND THE PRESENTATION IN THE
TEMPLE
SOME SLIGHT LOSS TO TOP RIGHT HAND CORNER
THIRD QUARTER OF 14TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13CMHIGH, 7.5CMWIDE - 5 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE MAJORITY OF SURVIMING GOTHIC IVORIES ARE DIPTYCH PANELS OR WRITING TABLETS WHOSE CARVED SCENES
FROMTHE NEW TESTAVENT RELATE PRIMARILY TO THE MASS. THEY WERE MOST PROBABLY SPECIFICALLY MADE TO
ORDER FOR APATRON WHO COULD CHOOSE FROMALIMTED RANGE OF DECORATIVE OPTIONS, RATHER
SPECULATIVELY PRODUCED FOR CASUAL CUSTOMERS.

AWRITING TABLET WAS AUTILITARIAN OBJECT MEANT TO BE USED AND REUSED FOR WRITING WHILST THE DECORATED
SIDE COULD BE USED FOR DEVOTIONAL PURPOSES. THE REVERSE IS ARECESSED RECTANGLE WITHIN ARAISED
BORDER AND THIS SPACE WOULD BE FILLED WITH SOFT WAXWHICH WHEN HARDENED WAS WRITTEN ON WITH AMETAL
STYLUS. THE WAXWOULD BE SCRAPED OVER OR DISCARDED WHEN THE TEXT WAS NO LONGER NEEDED.



