
LARGE BEZOAR STONE MOUNTED ON A WOOD BASE
A RARE LARGE BEZOAR STONE MOUNTED ON A WOOD BASE

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 7CM DIA, 7.5CM HIGH (WITH BASE) – 2¾ INS DIA., 3 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

BEZOAR STONES WERE FAMED FOR THEIR POWERS AS AN ANTIDOTE TO POISON AND MELANCHOLY. DURING THE 16TH
AND 17TH CENTURIES THE PORTUGUESE DID A ROARING TRADE IN THESE EXOTIC STONES MANY OF WHICH CAME FROM

MALACCA. THE PORTUGUESE GARCIA DE ORTA PUBLISHED A WORK ON THE DRUGS OF INDIA IN 1563 AND DEVOTED
SEVERAL PAGES TO THE MEDICINAL PROPERTIES OF BEZOAR STONES. LATER THE INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE OF

CATHERINE OF BRAGANÍ§A, WHO DIED IN LISBON IN 1705, DETAILS SEVERAL BEZOARS ONE OF WHICH WAS SET IN GOLD
FILIGREE AND HAD A CHAIN WHICH WOULD HAVE ENABLED IT TO BE PUT INTO DRINKS OF WINE OR WATER THEREBY

EMPHASISING ITS QUALITY.

 


