
AFRICAN REPUBLIC OF MALI DOGON PEOPLES DANCE MASK
A FINE WEST AFRICAN REPUBLIC OF MALI DOGON PEOPLES DANCE MASK

THE SUPERSTRUCTURE CARVED WITH AN ABSTRACT FEMALE FIGURE
WOOD WITH TRACES OF PIGMENT

LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 86CM HIGH, 18CM WIDE, 35CM DEEP – 34 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 13¾ INS DEEP

101CM HIGH – 39¾ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THIS MASK WITH ITS LONG BEAK REPRESENTS A HORNBILL AND IS KNOWN AS A ‘DYODYOMINI’ OR BIRD MASK. THE
DOGON HAD OVER 78 DIFFERENT TYPES OF MASK REPRESENTING BIRDS, ANIMALS, MAMMALS AND REPTILES AND WITHIN

EACH GROUP A GREAT VARIATION IS SHOWN IN THE DEPICTION OF THE SAME REPRESENTATION.
ALTHOUGH THE DOGON LIVE IN A BARE AND AUSTERE LANDSCAPE THAT IS OFTEN DECIMATED BY DROUGHT THEY HAVE
A RICH AND DIVERSE CULTURE. MASKS SUCH AS THIS WERE WORN BY MEN WHO AS MEMBERS OF THE ‘AWA SOCIETY’
WOULD DANCE ON THE ROOF OF A HOUSE OF A RECENTLY DECEASED RELATIVE IN ORDER TO LEAD ITS SOUL TO ITS
RESTING PLACE, WHILST ALSO DEFENDING THE SURVIVING FAMILY FROM ANY HARM THE WANDERING SOUL WOULD

INFLICT UPON THEM. ONCE THE CEREMONY HAD BEEN PERFORMED THE DECEASED WAS CONSIDERED AN ANCESTOR.
THE MASKS WERE ALSO WORN AT THE END OF A MOURNING PERIOD AND ON THE ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATHS.

THE FEMALE FIGURE CARVED ON THIS MASK MAY BE ASSOCIATED WITH ‘SATIMBE’ THE ANCESTRAL FEMALE THE DOGON
BELIEVE DISCOVERED MASKING AND FROM WHOM MASKING WAS APPROPRIATED FOR USE WITHIN THE MALE DOMAIN.

 


