
CARVED AFRICAN LOANGO COAST ANGOLA IVORY TUSK
A FINELY CARVED AFRICAN LOANGO COAST ANGOLA IVORY TUSK

DEPICTING SCENES OF DAILY LIFE INCLUDING A GROUP OF MEN SMOKING PIPES, DOGS, MONKEYS, FISH, BIRDS AND AN
ALLIGATOR

CIRCA 1860 – 70
SIZE: 69CM LONG – 27¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

WITH THE ELIZABETHAN ‘AGE OF DISCOVERY’ FIRST THE PORTUGUESE AND THEN OTHER EUROPEAN POWERS BEGAN
TRADING FOR IVORY, GOLD AND SLAVES ALONG THE ACCESSIBLE PARTS OF WEST, CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AFRICA.
WITHIN THIS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE IT WAS PROHIBITIVELY EXPENSIVE TO PAY PORTERS TO
CARRY IVORY FROM THE INTERIOR, SO IT BECAME STANDARD PRACTICE TO USE SLAVES THAT COULD ALSO BE SOLD

UPON REACHING THE COAST. A VIGOROUS TRADE IN IVORY AND SLAVES CONTINUED AROUND THE INDIAN OCEAN LONG
AFTER SLAVERY HAD BEEN OUTLAWED BY THE BRITISH, REACHING A PEAK IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY.

SIGNIFICANTLY BY THEN THE PRICE OF THE AVERAGE TUSK WAS TWO OR THREE TIMES THAT OF THE AVERAGE SLAVE.

 


